Light Astonished at
and Life His Teaching

Early into the first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas preached to the
Roman proconsul of Cyprus, Sergius Paulus. As they stood before him,
“Elymas the sorcerer opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from
the faith” (Ac. 13:8). It could be that Elymas had some sway over the local
politics that he was afraid to lose if the proconsul obeyed the gospel.
Regardless, Elymas was committing a great evil in not only rejecting the gos-
pel, but attempting to prevent the saving of Sergius Paulus’ soul as well!

In response, Paul “filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said,
‘O full of deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all
righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord?””
(Ac. 13:9-10). Yikes! Paul didn’t mince any words here! At this point, Elymas
had rejected the truth, but Sergius Paulus’ soul was still on the line and Paul
could not allow this wicked and selfish man to get in the way of the message.
Compared to the salvation of a soul, Elymas’ feelings didn’t matter.

Paul continued, ““Now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you
shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.” And immediately a dark mist fell
on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand” (Ac.
13:11). Can you imagine being in Sergius Paulus’ shoes? Two men stand before
you, each claiming to possess the truth, and one strikes the other with
miraculous blindness! That doesn’t leave much room for doubt.

“Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being
astonished at the teaching of the Lord” (Ac. 13:12). It wasn’t the sign Paul
performed that caused amazement, but the teaching that that sign pointed to!

We don’t need to see a false prophet struck blind to be amazed today — but

we should be astonished at the teaching of the Lord!
- Sam Bunyard

Another
Perspective

“I Knew
Better, but...”

How many of the sins we commit are truly ‘sins of ignorance’» So why, then,
don’t we ‘do better’ when we ‘know better’? Perhaps...

We don’t take time to stop and think. We react rather than rethink. We
should be “Guick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger,” realizing that “the anger
of man does not achieve the righteousness of God”, Ja 1:19-20.

We allow our emotions to override our intellect. Perhaps cowardice was
greater than courage, or we gave in to our fear more than our faith, Mk 9:22-24.
We excuse ourselves because of some circumstance, or another’s ac-
tions. Like King Saul, we allow circumstances to cloud our judgment enough
to override our knowledge of what God commanded, 1 Sa 15:8-13.

But often, we simply do what pleases us instead of God. In my judgment,
the greatest and most difficult battle we face as followers of Christ is that of
subjecting ‘self’ to God’s will, Lu 22:42.

And so, by correctly assessing and identifying the problem(s), the solutions
become manifestly obvious:

1. Stop and think; reflect on what you know from God’s Word to be right,
and then do it. If you truly don’t know what God’s Word says is ‘right’ in a
particular situation, find out, and then do it.

2. Don’t allow your emotions to displace what you know from God’s Word to
be right. Pray for #nderstanding of God’s will, but also for the courage to do it.
3. Realize and admit that spiritual failures are ‘my’ fault. Don’t blame circum-
stances or others for them, 1 Co 10:13. Do what you know from God’s Word
to be right the next time.

4. Commit yourself to “not my will but Thine be done” in, through, and by me.

May God bless us to know and do His will!
- Philip C. Strong (edited for space)
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Understanding the Times

In David’s early reign, some in the
tribe of Issachar “had understand-
ing of the times, to know what Israel
ought to do” (1 Chr 12:32). Contrast
that with some of the Jewish leaders
of the first century, to whom Jesus
said, “You know how to interpret
the appearance of the sky, but you
cannot interpret the signs of the
time” (Mt 16:3).

Neither the men of Issachar nor the
Jewish leaders had any divine insight
into the ‘times’ in which they lived.
Yet both had — or should have had
—an “understanding” of their times.
Which leads to the question, how
would one gain an understanding of
the times in which they live?

The Jewish leaders failed to see
what was right in front of their eyes
because of preconceived notions of
Messiah and His kingdom. They
were wrong, but worse — their biases
blinded them to seeing the truth.

The men of Issachar had witnessed
Saul’s unjust provocations against
David and had made a deliberate
decision to side with righteousness.
For anyone with a good heart — and
who paid attention — “understand-
ing the times” was not that hard.

And so it is today. Do not allow bias
to blind you from discerning good
and evil. (And here’s a hint: God’s

kingdom is the good one.) _ WKing




